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New Yard Nativity
We have a magnificent nativity collection in our 
church basement which we are extremely proud of. 
It occurred to me that we should have something 
outside our church as well. In my new position as 
Connections Coordinator for ABUMC, it's my job to 
get us more involved and recognized in our 
community. So, we have purchased a large nativity 
for our beautiful church lawn that includes a stable, 
Mary, Joseph and baby Jesus, a shepherd, sheep, 
an angel, a donkey and a camel. 

Thank you to all who donated!! 

— Lisa-Marie Wesenberg 

In the Christian tradition, a nativity scene, also 
known as a manger scene or crèche, is popular 
during the Christmas season to depict the birth of 
Christ. 

Saint Francis of Assisi is credited with creating the 
first live nativity scene in the Italian mountain 
village of Grecio in 1223. According to “The Life of 
St. Francis of Assisi,” written by St. Bonaventure, 
St. Francis got permission from Pope Honorious III 
to set up a manger with hay, a live ox and a live 
donkey in a cave to set the scene as part of a 
Christmas Eve Mass. 

Both live and figurative scenes have been popular 
around the world ever since. ABUMC has one of 
the largest permanently displayed nativity 
collections in the world on our lower level. 

The more than 1,000 pieces were collected and 
donated to ABUMC by the late Mildred Turner, who 
had been a kindergarten teacher from Omro. The 
display cases were designed by the late Karen 
Fonstad, who had been a geography professor at 
the University of Wisconsin-Oshkosh. 

Nativity Includes: 

     

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christianity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_Francis_of_Assisi


Dear Church Friends & Family, 
The other day Katie, the church 
administrator and social media 
director, sent me a draft of a video she 
was pulling together with photos and 
videos from drive-in worship. The stuff 
we had was from people's phones, so 
not professional quality for image or 
sound, but beautifully done. 

As I watched it, I could see what others 
had seen that day, and tears came to 
my eyes. Last year I could not have 
imagined preaching to a camera every 
week. I could not have imagined 
preaching outdoors to people in 
parked cars (and being so happy to see 
all of you!). It has been awkward and 
hard. It has been frustrating and 
exhausting. 

But in that moment I felt such deep 
gratitude for this crazy call from God in 
my life, and for all of the weird ways it 
plays out. I felt such deep gratitude for 
this congregation and all of the people 
we know and love. I felt a sense of 
deep commitment to how we'll work 
today and in the coming months to 
love God and to love our neighbors 
more fully. 

I thank God for you and for all of the 
ways your faith continues to grow and 
impact others as you reach out and 
share in countless ways. 

As the Apostle Paul wrote in his letter 
to the Philippians, 
I thank my God every time I remember 
you. In all my prayers for all of you, I 
always pray with joy because of your 
partnership in the gospel from the first 
day until now, being confident of this, 
that he who began a good work in you 
will carry it on to completion until the day 
of Christ Jesus. (Phil 1:3-6)

It is my deep joy to be in ministry 
with you.

Pastor Cathy 
 

The Social Jus.ce Book Discussion will begin 
a new book on December 9th. They meet 
every two weeks, Wednesdays at 4:00 p.m.  
If you'd like to join them, email Pastor Cathy 
for the zoom mee&ng link.  There is an extra 
copy of the book in the church office and 
one in the church library for anyone to 
borrow. 



Angel Tree 
2020 
ABUMC again is taking 
part in the Angel Tree 
mission. Through the Angel 

Tree mission, incarcerated parents request 
assistance in providing Christmas gifts for 
their child/children. All purchased gifts must 
be returned to ABUMC by Dec. 5. 
May drop off at the church  
Monday-Thursday between 9am -1pm 
And Drive Thru Drop-off  
Saturday Dec 5th 11am - 12:30 pm 
To participate in the mission via Facebook or 
to discuss an alternate way you can  support 
this ministry, call or email Anne at 
812-239-3068; or anne.stone@gmail.com. 

You will be able to select a tag with a specific 
child’s wishes, then buy, wrap and deliver 
your gift(s) to church no later than Dec. 5. 
Please be sure to write the identification 
number on the gifts. 

Your assistance in the Angel Tree program 
does make a difference in the life of a child 
and their incarcerated parent.   

Parking Lot Services 
Experience a 

Unique Way to 
Worship 

Parking Lot Worship 
Services are planned for 9 a.m. Dec. 6 and 
Dec. 20, weather permitting. 

Arrive to the church parking lot a little before 
9 a . m . s o w e c a n g e t e v e r y o n e 

parked. Masked ushers will be 
directing you and can answer 
any questions. 

You'll hear worship through 
your FM car radio. 

The church building will not be open. Please 
stay in your vehicle. Worship will be 
canceled if it is raining/snowing. 
We'll continue drive-in worship through the 
winter as long as people want to come and 
as long as Pastor Cathy doesn't turn into a 
popsicle. Check for upcoming dates on the 
website at www.abumc.org 
Online worship will continue on  
Facebook Live! - Algoma Boulevard United 
Methodist Church, each Sunday at 10 a.m. 

Editor’s Note: I have 
been going to the Parking 
Lot Services, and I really 
enjoy them with my furry 
child Bailey.  Pastor 
Cathy makes them fun 

with a bit of honking and of course her great 
sermons. It is a fun way to get out of the house 
during the pandemic, get some fresh air, and 
wave at a friend. So grab your beverage of 
choice and join in! What a wonderful way to 
celebrate the Christmas season!  

December 24th 5:00 p.m.  
Online Service, Facebook Live


This service can be viewed live at 5:00

or recorded after 6:00.


 Or Join us in the Parking Lot

7:30 p.m. Drive-In Service 
8:30 p.m. Drive-In Service 

http://www.abumc.org/


 
Faith Factory 

Advent - A Family Affair 

Our Faith Factory families received a packet 
of activities at the end of November to 
explore and enjoy together during Advent, 
which begins this year on Nov. 29 and ends 
on Christmas Eve. Advent is a time of 
waiting, of anticipation of the birth of the 
Christ child. In worship, we celebrate with 
the Advent wreath which holds four candles, 
representing hope, peace, love and joy, and 
the center candle, which represents our 
Savior.  

The Advent packet contains weekly family 
devotions with scripture to read, a few 
discussion questions, an activity and a 
prayer. There are paper crafts to do and an 
Advent calendar with a simple daily activity 
for families to do together. Our hope is that 
our families engage in fun and meaningful 
celebration of Advent through the packets 
they’ve received and that they share the 
suggested activities with a friend or 
neighbor, too! 

 

What’s Your Passion? 

How do you serve in our community, in our 
world? What’s your passion? As the new 
Connections Coordinator, it’s my job to get 
our church family involved in community 
outreach and missions in new and exciting 
ways. I’d like to hear what you’ve been 
doing, what you’re passionate about, what 
you’ve always wanted to do.  

We are all members of the Body of Christ 
and we all have been called by Christ to 
serve. As it says in 1 Peter 4:10: “As each 
has received a gift, use it to serve one 
another, as good stewards of God's varied 
grace.” Our gifts vary, but we are all gifted 
nonetheless. Some of us do best working 
with our hands, some behind the scenes, 
some speaking, others brainstorming.  

I would be grateful if you would reach out to 
me and tell me about the organizations 
you’ve been involved with, outreach you’ve 
always dreamt about, service you’re 
enthusiastic about. Let’s be active in sharing 
our gifts, blessing our community, and 
building the Kingdom.  

— Lisa-Marie Wesenberg 

Annual Church Meeting 
Wednesday,  

Dec 9th, 7:00 p.m. 

Everyone is invited to participate in the 

conversation. Hosted online by our  
District Superintendent, Rev Kate Jones.  

Download Zoom to your computer or device.  
Join the meeting at 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9314977935 
If you have questions, contact Pastor Cathy at 

pastor@abumc.org. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9314977935


INSIDE 
THE 
OPEN 
DOOR 

 One thing I enjoyed a year ago in 
Maine was “jammie time” at Granddaughter 
Christy’s house. Bedtime was synonymous 
with book time. The three would each grab a 
book or the reader would choose one looking 
forward to the crush of bodies during book 
time. 

Do you have similar occurrences at your 
house or fond memories of years ago?  

CHILDREN: A sample of young children’s 
stories include a hard-cover selection, 
“Tomie’s Little Christmas Pageant,” by Tomie 
de Paola (J232 deP). Another book suitable 
for very young children is a soft-cover book, 
“When Jesus Was Born,” by Maryann Dotts 
(J232.92 Dot). This is a “read-it-again” book 
as repeated action words are used as headings 
for each page of the story. Children can 
demonstrate their understanding of the words. 
Colorful illustrations also help tell the story. 

ADULTS:  Amy-Jill Levine has written 
“Light of the World: A Beginner’s Guide to 
Advent.” She is an author, professor and 
biblical scholar. She strongly believes and 
writes that background information of the 
Christmas story helps the reader understand 
more fully the history, culture and purpose of 
Jesus' birth. She uses stories from both the 
Old and New Testaments for examples. 

In the library, we also have several books by 
James W. Moore. In “Finding Bethlehem in 
the Midst of Bedlam,” he uses life stories to 

illustrate points considered in each of the five 
chapters. (How is that for a current 
emphasis??) Moore’s book is of a devotional 
style that can be used for each day of Advent. 
He incorporates scripture and life stories as 
examples,  followed by daily questions for the 
reader to contemplate as she/he grows in faith. 

A Bible will aid you as you read this book. If 
you don’t have a Bible, please let us or the 
office know so we can secure one for you. 

“A Treasury of Christmas Classics” (808.8 
Tre) may be the very thing for you and/or 
your family this year. A quieter time at home 
allows more time for reading. This book is a 
collection of both religious and literary 
writings and covers Advent, the Nativity, 
Giving, Lore and Legend and Hope for the 
future. The main inclusion is “A Christmas 
Carol.”  So you pick what is appropriate and 
meaningful. It could be your opportunity to 
share these poems/stories/prayers with another 
generation.  

During Advent is a good chance during 
book time to share stories about the real 
Christmas story. If you don’t have a book 
about Jesus’ birth, there are many in the 
church library that you can borrow that are 
age-appropriate. Just call Jan Nash 
(920-479-6016) or Rachel Benton 
(920-231-7724) If you can’t remember the 
title. From your description, we can try to 
find the favorite you would like to borrow.  

We have three boxes of a variety of Advent/
Christmas books and videos. Call if you want 
something, and we will arrange for a pick-up. 

MAY YOU HAVE A VERY BLESSED AND 
SAFE MERRY CHRISTMAS!! 

— Jan Nash and Racheal Benton 



 

M a s i h 
Family  

The Masih family has moved to Milwaukee 
to be close to Pakistani friends. Fiaz, Iffat 
and their son, Ayan, arrived in Oshkosh in 
March 2017. The World Relief staff said one 
of the first things they asked was to be 
connected to a Methodist church.  

ABUMC has been blessed with the presence 
of Fiaz, Iffat and their three children and we 
wish them the best of luck in their new 
home. Much gratitude for everything that 
Jack and Kathy Propp did over the years to 
personally assist the family. 

The Masih family asks God to bless our 
church for our loving support. 

Here is the original interview with the 
family, published in 2017: 

It has been a long journey home for the 
Masih family, formerly of Pakistan. Fiaz 
Masih, 28, Iffat Masih, 26, and their son, 
Ayan Masih, 16 months, arrived in Oshkosh 
as refugees on March 9 and are now 
members of the church family at Algoma 
Boulevard United Methodist Church. 

They are eager to begin their new life here 
after years of stress and hardship. The family 
lived in Joseph Colony, a Christian area of 
Lahore, the second largest city in Pakistan. 
Ninety-seven percent of the population is 
Muslim. 

In 2013, allegations of blasphemy against 
the Prophet Muhammad by a Christian man 
turned violent. An enraged crowd attacked 
Joseph Colony, burning two churches and 
more than 150 homes to the ground. 

The Masih family not only lost their home 
and everything they owned, but Fiaz’ life 
was in danger because he was a witness to 
the violence and had been shown on local 
news outlets. 

He went as a refugee to Sri Lanka, and Iffat 
was able to follow many months later. 

“I was alone for eight months in the 
pregnant time,” Iffat says. Their son was 
born in Sri Lanka and baptized in the 
Methodist Church Sri Lanka. 

Although they were refugees who owned 
nothing, they did receive help from the 
church and other Christians. There were 
others who were less fortunate than they, 
and Fiaz says he enjoyed helping whom he 
could by sharing food, money and books. 

After what happened in Pakistan, Iffat says, 
“Everything was finished. After, we were 
poor people, but I’m happy now. It was very 
dangerous for me, that’s why I’m here.” 

 

www.abumc.org 

Church Office Closed
Katie is still coming to the office a few times a 
week. If you need anything, let her know in 
a d v a n c e a t t h e e m e rg e n c y n u m b e r : 
920-410-9932. Other contact information: 

Katie: admin@abumc.org   

Lisa-Marie: kidsandyouth@abumc.org 

Pastor Cathy: pastor@abumc.org 

mailto:admin@abumc.org
mailto:kidsandyouth@abumc.org
mailto:pastor@abumc.org


 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CIRCUIT RIDER 
Algoma Boulevard United Methodist Church 
1174 Algoma Boulevard 
Oshkosh, WI 54901 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

Circuit Rider is published monthly for the members and cons.tuents of 
Algoma Boulevard United Methodist Church, 1174 Algoma Boulevard, 
Oshkosh, WI 54901-3596.  Your contribu.ons (due by the 15th of the 
month), comments and sugges.ons are welcome and appreciated. 

Editors:  Jaye Alderson, jayema@execpc.com, Cindy Overton, 
ceokini@gmail.com. 

Pastor Cathy Weigand  

Office telephone:   920-231-2800 

Website:  h^p://abumc.org 

Office e-mail address:  admin@abumc.org 

 

mailto:jayema@execpc.com
mailto:ceokini@gmail.com
http://abumc.org
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